[Imatinib-induced toxic hepatitis: description of two cases and review of the literature].
Imatinib is currently the treatment of choice in chronic myeloid leukemia. The use of this drug is safe, although some cases of imatinib-induced toxic hepatitis have been reported. We present 2 patients treated with this drug who developed acute anicteric hepatitis months after starting treatment. We also review 20 reports of individual cases to characterize imatinib-induced hepatitis. Imatinib-induced hepatitis has a variable latency period, frequently of several months. Half of the patients develop anicteric hepatitis and the clinical course is generally benign. A distinguishing feature of this entity is a transitory increase in transaminase levels in patients diagnosed with hepatitis in the weeks after treatment withdrawal. Resumption of imatinib use provokes hepatitis recurrence, which can be avoided by simultaneous prednisone administration.